
 
 

MINUTES OF THE UNITE HERE LOCAL 75 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

TUESDAY, JULY 9, 2024 
HELD via ZOOM (Video Conference) 

 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS: 
 
The meeting was called to order by Brother Guled Warsame at 5:05 pm. 
 
NEXT ORDER OF BUSINESS: 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
OFFICERS: 
 
Brother Guled Warsame    President  
Sister Shelli Sareen      Secretary-Treasurer  
Sister Valrie Lue     Vice-President  
 
Sister Anna Dudek     Executive Board Member  
Brother Andrew Stankowski    Executive Board Member  
Sister Brigida Ruiz     Executive Board Member  
Sister Christine Smalling    Executive Board Member  
Sister Daisy Virgo      Executive Board Member  
Brother Habtom Ogbamichael   Executive Board Member 
Sister Ianka Stoyanova    Executive Board Member  
Sister Kay Ann Drummond    Executive Board Member  
Brother Kiran Panikar     Executive Board Member  
Sister Leonora Mulholland    Executive Board Member  
Brother Lloyd Manning    Executive Board Member   
Sister Luz Flores     Executive Board Member  
Brother Mahbubul Haque    Executive Board Member  
Sister Medhin Ghebre     Executive Board Member  
Brother Nigel Blair     Executive Board Member 
Brother Rolando Mercado    Executive Board Member  
Brother Thomas Wimalendra    Executive Board Member  
Sister Vemelyn Feliciano    Executive Board Member  
Brother Yohannes Habte    Executive Board Member  
Sister Marilyn Monserrat    Executive Board Member  
Sister Dongping Wang     Executive Board Member  
Brother Hyato Ochiai     Executive Board Member 
Brother Louis Calderon    Executive Board Member  
Brother Daniel Gebreyesus    Executive Board Member  
Sister Hanane Karim     Executive Board Member  
 
TRUSTEES: 
 
Brother Yosief Ogbasellasie    Trustee  
Brother Abu Ahmed Azam     Trustee  
Brother Rahman Aliheidari    Trustee  
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Brother Guled Warsame stated that quorum was reached and called the meeting to order 5:05 pm. 

 

FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS: 

 

President’s Opening Remarks 

 

Brother Guled Warsame welcomed everyone to our quarterly membership meeting. He went over 
Agenda and standard process of moving and seconding motions.  He further explained, that after a 
motion is moved and seconded then we will hear any questions or comments.  Then the motion will 
be put to a vote where you will have 30 seconds to do so. 

 

NEXT ORDER OF BUSINESS: 

 

READING OF THE MINUTES 

 

Brother Warsame stated that the General Membership Meeting minutes were available via a link to 
those who registered. 

 

Minutes of the April 9, 2024 General Membership Meeting 

 

Motion to approve the April 9, 2024, General Membership Meeting Minutes and all business 

transacted therein as approved by the Executive Board. 

 

Moved by Brother Abdalla Idris, seconded by Brother Kiran Panikar. Carried. 

 

Minutes of the April 4, 2024 Executive Board Meeting 

 

Motion to approve the April 4, 2024 Executive Board Meeting Minutes and all business transacted 

therein as approved by the Executive Board.  

 

Moved by Brother Nigel Blair, seconded by Brother Habtom Ogbamichael. Carried. 

 

Minutes of the May 2, 2024 Executive Board Meeting 

 

Motion to approve the May 2, 2024 Executive Board Meeting Minutes and all business transacted 

therein as approved by the Executive Board. 

 

Moved by Brother Hayato Ochiai, seconded by Brother Yohannes Habte. Carried. 
 
Minutes of the June 6, 2024 Executive Board Meeting 

 

Motion to approve the June 6, 2024 Executive Board Meeting Minutes and all business transacted 

therein as approved by the Executive Board. 

 

Moved by Brother Kiran Panikar, seconded by Brother Nathan Folan. Carried. 
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NEXT ORDER OF BUSINESS: 

 

Secretary-Treasurers Report - Financial Highlights 
 
Sister Shelli Sareen stated that we will begin with the Financial Highlights and then move the motions 
on the Financial Statements.  She stated that when people registered for the meeting they had the 
opportunity to schedule a meeting to view the financial statements if they chose to do so  

 

Sister Shelli Sareen presented a PowerPoint presentation showing the Financial Highlights starting 

with our balance sheet as of May, 2024.  As you know, we have various funds with our General fund 

being used for our day to day operations.  As you are aware, the Culture, Compassion, Education and 

Equal Opportunity funds are all that the Employers contribute towards. Sister Sareen further spoke 

of other financial highlights including where we were prior the pandemic and where we stand today. 

In 2021 our General fund was 68% of what it was prior to the pandemic.  During this time during 2023 

when things started to get back to normal, our income was 10% less than 2019, just before the 

pandemic.  During this same period for 2024 our income is 2% greater than the year before the 

pandemic. 

 

Motion to approve ALL financial statements including Balance sheet, and Profit & Loss statements for 

each fund (General, Compassion, Culture, Education, Equal Opportunity, Hardship) for the month of 

March 2024 as approved by the Executive Board. 
 
Moved by Sister Monica McKenzie, seconded by Brother Habtom Ogbamichael. Carried. 

  

Motion to approve ALL financial statements including Balance sheet, and Profit & Loss statements for 
each fund (General, Compassion, Culture, Education, Equal Opportunity, Hardship) for the month of 
April 2024 as approved by the Executive Board.  
 
Moved by Brother Kiran Panikar, seconded by Brother Josh Cuasay. Carried. 
 
Motion to approve ALL financial statements including Balance sheet, and Profit & Loss statements for 
each fund (General, Compassion, Culture, Education, Equal Opportunity, Hardship) for the month of 
May 2024 as approved by the Executive Board.  
 
Moved by Brother Abdalla Idris, seconded by Brother Hayato Ochiai. Carried. 
 
NEXT ORDER OF BUSINESS: 

 

MOTIONS 
 

Motion to approve an investment of $1,000,000 from the General Fund for a 1-year term deposit at 

5%.  This will give the Local a guaranteed return of $50,000 on its principal investment.  

  
Moved by Sister Vemelyn Feliciano, seconded by Brother Solomon Asfaha. Carried. 

 



 
 

MINUTES OF THE UNITE HERE LOCAL 75 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

TUESDAY, JULY 9, 2024 
HELD via ZOOM (Video Conference) 

 

Motion to approve up to $4000 from the Culture Fund for 50 tickets to the Toronto FC game as the 

Central Ontario Building Trades fundraiser evet for Hammer Heads.  

  
Moved by Brother Hayato Ochiai, seconded by Brother Nigel Blair. Carried. 
 
Motion to approve up to $40,000, from the General Fund to be used for advertising, communications, 
materials to promote the visibility of the Local. 
 
Moved by Brother Abdalla Idris, seconded by Sister Leonora Mulholland. Carried. 

 

Motion to approve up to $1400 from the Culture Fund for registration fees for Local 75 to March at 
the Annual Toronto Pride Parade. 
  
Moved by Sister Monica McKenzie, seconded by Brother Kevin Abels. Carried. 
 
To expand Local 75’s visibility among the broader community, and to build non-union contacts, 
motion to approve up to $10,000 from the Culture fund through December 31, 2024 towards 
registration fees and related costs for Local 75 to participate at cultural events. 
  
Moved by Brother Kiran Panikar, seconded by Sister Cornetta Mason. Carried. 
 
Motion to approve costs associated with hiring an Administrative Coordinator from the General Fund.  
Salary, wages and benefits will be in accordance to staff cba.  
  
Moved by Brother Solomon Asfaha, seconded by Sister Monica McKenzie. Carried. 
 
Motion to approve the transfer of $400,000 from the Equal Opportunity Fund to HTA 75.  
 
Moved by Brother Hayato Ochiai, seconded by Brother Yohannes Habte. Carried. 

 

NEXT ORDER OF BUSINESS: 

 

New Business 

 

None 
 
NEXT ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

Motion to adjourn the business side of the meeting. 

 

Moved by Brother Abdalla Idris, seconded by Brother Yohannes Habte. Carried. 

 

Business of the Union adjourned 5:29 pm. 
 

NEXT ORDER OF BUSINESS: 

 

President’s Closing Remarks 
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Brother Warsame reminded everyone that this is a contract year and that the cost of the living keeps 
going up.  We will address issues affecting our members in our co-ordinating bargaining with other 
UNITE HERE Locals, with 40,000 workers fighting together to win a contract. 
 
Also, he reminded everyone of the free training provide by HTA 75 for members. 
 
Brother Warsame stated that members will be receiving their pension statements shortly if they have 
not already done so.  The pension plan is doing well despite the markets.  And with that, Brother 
Warsame declared the meeting has ended. 
 
Meeting ended 5:34 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________   ___________________________  
Guled Warsame     Shelli Sareen 
President      Secretary-Treasurer 
UNITE HERE Local 75      UNITE HERE Local 75 
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